
For Release I-'Jorning Papers 'R-UA^ 

, Tuesday, October 10, 1*939 

U. S. DEPART1.3NT OF LABOR 
^ G E AIJD HOUR DIVISION 

Y/ashinjton, D, C. 

flEARING SET ON APPLICATION OF TELEGRAPH COI.TAMIES POR IvlESSEf-.̂ GER V/AGE EXEI'IPTIOF 

A public hearing to determine vj]-iether it is necessary, in order to prevent 

curtailment of opportunities for employment, to perndt employment of telegraph 

messengers at less than 30 cents an hour, ivill be hsld in Viashington at 10:00 A.M. 

on October 25, Administrator Elmer F. Andrews of tho Wage and Hour Division, U. S. 

Department of Labor, announced today (Federal Register, October 10, 1939). 

Mr. Andrews acted on the application of the Postal Telegraph landline sys

tem for permission to employ messengers at wage rates lower than the mijiimum under 

Section 14 of the Act and the rcguL-ations issued thereunder. 

Merle D. Vincent, Cldef of the Hearing? and Exemptions Section of the V/age 

and Hour Division, v/as desipTiated by the Administrator to conduct the hearing, 

v/hich vdll be held in Room 208j 939 D Street, N. P/. Any person may bo heard if 

he files with Llr. Vincent by noon, October 24, a notice of his intention to appear, 

indicating tho person or groups ho vdll represent, livhcther he is in support of or 

in opposition to the application for exemption, /aid the approidmate timo he vdll 

need for his presentation. 

In ids notico of hearing, llr, Ancb'cv/s authorized Mr. Vincent "to conduct 

the said hearing and to deterndno whether it is necessary in order to prevent cur

tailment of opportunities for cmploymont, to provide for tho cmplo;7moiit of messen

gers (emplojtid exclusively in de.livering letters and messages) at wage rates lov/er 

than the minimum ;vagc applicable under Section 6 of said Act, and if such necessity 

be found to e:d.st, to determine at wiiat v/agcs lov/er than the rainimum vjago appli

cable under Soction 6, such employiaent of messengers shall bo permitted, and vri-th 

what limitations as to timo, number, proportion, and length of scr\dco." 
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The hearing is not limited to the Postal Telegraph landline system, but 

vdll cover the entire landline telegraph industry. , 

in October, 1938, ths telegraph companies at a hearing in New York urged 

the exeraption of their messengers from the 25-cent s-an-hour minimum vMch became 

effective October 24, 1938. Dr. V/illiam M. Leiserson, then Chairman of the 

National Mediation Board, designated by Administrator Andrews to 'conduct the 

hearing, found that such exemption v/as not necessary in order to prevent curtail

ment of opportunities for emplojTnent. The companies applied for a rcAdev/ by the 

Administrator, and Mr. Andrews received bidefs and heard argument on December 3,9, 

after v/hich he sustained Dr. Lei ser son' s finding. The present application has 

been made in anticipation of the increase in the statutory minimum frora 25 cents 

an hour to 30 cents an hour on October 24. • 
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